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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Jenifer Lowe
Phone: (352) 368-3598  
Email: JLowe@marionso.com 
Public Relations Chapter Honors Communicator of the Year

Ocala, FL (June 7, 2011) – The Ocala Chapter of the Florida Public Relations Association will present the Wilton F. Martin Communicator of the Year Awards on Friday, June 17 at 11:30 a.m. at the Ocala Hilton. The annual awards have been renamed in honor of Martin, an Ocala native and co-founder of FPRA, the nation’s oldest association of public relations professionals.

This year’s institutional winner is the Ocala/Marion County Chamber of Commerce, recognized for its year-round effort as well as the Power of One initiative. The Individual winner will be announced during the awards program. Special guests will be Martin’s sons, Wilton F. “Buddy” Martin II and Bill Martin, as well as Joe Curley, APR, CPRC, chairman of FPRA’s Counselors Network.


Established in 2005, the Ocala Chapter’s Communicator of the Year Awards recognize individuals and institutions that have demonstrated excellence in strategic communications to improve the quality of life in Marion County. Past winners include Workforce Connection, the Star-Banner, Marion County Fire-Rescue and Dr. Charles Dassance, president of the College of Central Florida.

   
Public relations professionals and guests are welcome to join FPRA/Ocala for this awards ceremony, professional development session and lunch. The cost for nonmembers is $25 at the door or via PayPal at www.fpraocala.org Please RSVP by sending an email to lvarner@hospiceofmarion.com. For more information, contact Laura Byrnes, APR, president of the FPRA-Ocala chapter, at 816-1264 or lbyrnes@clmworkforce.com. 
The Florida Public Relations Association, founded in 1938, is the oldest professional association for public relations practitioners in the nation. The Ocala FPRA Chapter was established in 1980 and is one of 15 professional chapters in the state.  FPRA is dedicated to developing public relations practitioners who, through ethical and standardized practices, enhance the public relations profession in Florida. 
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