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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Jenifer Lowe, Communications Director
Phone: (352) 843-3823  
Email: JLowe@marionso.com
Ocala Public Relations Professionals Win Image Awards
       Ocala, FL (April 18, 2011) –When Munroe Regional Medical Center learned it would be hosting a well-respected VIP family, John and Kelly Travolta, for the birth of their son Ben, the visit required tremendous planning and preparation. Munroe Regional’s due diligence enabled the medical center to provide high quality medical care to its patients while ensuring the privacy of the Travolta family. That effort garnered the top prize in the Ocala Chapter of the Florida Public Relations Association’s Mid-Florida Image Awards.

The Grand All Image for best public relations program was awarded April 15 to MRMC’s Ryan Gerds, APR, and Dan O’Connor. The VIP Patient also took home Image and Judge’s awards. Gerds, the chapter’s immediate past president, also received an Award of Distinction along with Mike Robertson for Munroe’s Orthopedics. Hospice of Marion County, Lila Ivey and Jennifer Rogers took home a Grand Image Award as well as an Image Award and Judge's Award for their Direct Marion Appeal. Marion County Fire Rescue's Peveeta Persaud, Miranda Iglesias, Chief Walker and Maggie won a Grand Image Award as well as an Image Award and Judge's Award for their Maggie’s “Get Down. Get Out. Get On the Phone.” Video PSA Campaign.
     The winners of Grand All and Grand Image awards demonstrate the very best examples of innovation, planning and design and must incorporate sound public relations research and planning as well as meet the highest standard of production, execution and evaluation of results and budget. Friday's event is the first locally held Image contest since 1996. The entries were judged by accredited members of the FPRA Tampa Bay Chapter. Other notable award winners are as follows:            

Tina Banner, APR and United Way of Marion County won an Award of Distinction for United Way’s Flash Mob Campaign. Tina Banner, APR, Maureen Quinlan and United Way of Marion County won an Award of Distinction for United Way’s E.I. H. Campaign Fundraising Event Combo.  

Heather Danenhower, Christy Jergens and Marion County SOURCE won an Image Award for their Marion County’s New Logo Creation and Implementation.

            Dr. Charles Dassance, Dr. Joe Wallace and Lois Brauckmuller, APR won and Award of Distinction for their From CFCC to CF: Wait ‘til You See What Happens Next Campaign.
-more-


Jenifer Lowe and Judge Cochran of the Marion County Sheriff's Office won an Award of Distinction for their “ADD IT NOW” Texting Campaign and for their Sheriff’s Gazette E-Newsletter Redesign.
         
Matthew Wardell, Jessi Miller and Toni James, APR  won an Award of Distinction for their Promoting the 2010-2011 Season (Ocala Symphony Orchestra).
  
Amanda Wettstein, APR and Izaak Hale won an Image Award for the Leesburg Bikefest Website Project

In addition to the awards ceremony, the Tampa Bay Rays' Director of Marketing and Community Relations, Tom Hoof, spoke about the importance of keeping stakeholders engaged in your company when key figures leave. Attendees received valuable insight into how the Rays transformed from their image in 2007 and improved the public's opinion of the team and its leadership significantly.
The Florida Public Relations Association, founded in 1938, is the oldest professional association for public relations practitioners in the nation. The Ocala FPRA Chapter was established in 1980 and is one of 15 professional chapters in the state.  FPRA is dedicated to developing public relations practitioners who, through ethical and standardized practices, enhance the public relations profession in Florida. 
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